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Inside This Issue: Adding Happiness to Downtown
The flowers lining Cumberland Street have
been a project of the Community of Lebanon
Association’s Image and Beautification
Committee for many years.

Spring has been very busy for the Committee.
They met in early May to clean up and prepare
the planters for the planting of the flowers. The
old grasses were removed and the soil was
loosened for easy flower planting. They met
again on Thursday, May 15 and had enough
volunteer help to finish all the planting within the

hour! Stony Bridge then hung all of the flower
baskets from the Victorian lamp posts along
Cumberland Street. Downtown is again very
colorful this summer.

The CLA would like to take this opportunity to
say a great big THANK YOU to the Lebanon
County Commissioners for their generous
donation for the purchase and maintenance of
the flowers. On June 18 a Ribbon Cutting was
held to show our appreciation for their
donation.

Flowers Flourish under the Care of Stony Bridge Landscaping
Sometime in January or February, Stony Bridge plants the seeds for the
Downtown flowers project. Their committment to this project does not end until
September when the flowers disappear. Throughout the summer Stony Bridge
feeds and waters the baskets and planters as needed even if it is a weekend or
holiday.

Continued on Page 4
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A Message From Our Community
of Lebanon Association President

The CLA Communique is a newsletter published quarterly by the Community of Lebanon Association
for the purpose of informing members and others about the events, projects and areas of concern in
the Lebanon Community. The Community of Lebanon Association is a volunteer organization whose
mission is to make our community a thriving place to live, work, shop, learn, and do business.

John Bower

If you have any information to include in this publication or any comments,
contact the CLA office at 273-7215 or cla.jeannie@comcast.net.
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We recognize we can feel
unsettled during the changes
required because of the
pandemic. What a great time
to explore our wonderful City
and County.

Take a Walk! Whether a
power walk at lunch or a
leisurely stroll with your
family - get outside and see
the Lebanon sites on foot or
bike. Along the way, grab a
cup of coffee, sandwich or
dinner, or just shop at many of
our local CLA businesses that
are open to serve you.

Visit the Community Health
Council’s website
communityhealthcouncil.com/
lebanonwalks/ for more
information about the City
Walks program sponsored by
a number of community
partners and agencies.

The Visit Lebanon Valley’s
website,
visitlebanonvalley.com/things-
to-do/outdoors/ , is a treasure
trove of things to do in the
Lebanon Valley, many of them
naturally with the social
distancing parameters. Be
sure to check out the
Architecture of Downtown

Emmily Longenecker
Ed Lynch
Rodney Royer
Pam Shirk

Kim Kreider Umble
Cornell Wilson
Jonathan Zinn

Lebanon at
visitlebanonvalley.com/history-
architecture/self-directed tour.
Our city is filled with unique
architecture, so be sure to look
upward. Did you know our
history goes back to the mid-
1700s?

The Lebanon Valley
Conservancy offers maps of
eight Heritage Trails in
Lebanon County. The City of
Lebanon map can be accessed
at www.
lebanonvalleyconservancy.org/
heritagetrail.php. Feel free to
check out the other seven
trails.

Our Vision Statement
For the Communityof Lebanon

to be a thriving place to live, work,
shop, learn and do business.

Our Mission Statement
To serve as the leader in bringing together the
collaborative strengths of our members and
community to positivelyimpact the business
climate and enhance the qualityof life for the
Communityof Lebanon.

We Are The
Community of

Lebanon
Association
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Our new banner project is
now accepting orders.

After five years CLA is
replacing the downtown pole
banners. Our new banner
program will celebrate our
hard-working front-line
workers. The project is open

New Banner Project

2020 has proven to be a challenging year
around the world. Community celebrations,
festivals and sporting events have been
postponed or cancelled due to concerns of
COVID 19 and slowing the spread. Our CLA
board, working through many possible solutions
to proceedwith the Car and Motorcycle Show
ultimately had to make the difficult decision to
cancel this annual event which was scheduled
for August 16, 2020. After many meetings and
discussions, we determined it was best to
cancel it as social distancing has become the
norm under our State requirements.

The current rule is that we cannot have more
than 250 people, both participants and visitors,
at a time attending the show. So, the show
would have to be gated off with only one
entrance to allow people in and out. With the

Car & Motorcycle Show

to any Medical Personnel,
Fire, Ambulance, Police,
Grocery Store Workers, Stock
People, or anyone working to
make our community a safer
and better place.

The banners are made of
durable heavy gauge vinyl.

We guarantee that your banner
will be up for a minimum of
two years. However, our
experience has shown that the
banner will hold up for over
four years!
Order your banner today! An
order form is enclosed with
this newsletter. 

way our downtown is laid out, there is no way
to restrict access.

While we need to cancel the show for this
year, we are very much looking forward to
next year’s show scheduled for August 15,
2021. So, what does that mean? Well, next
year we will do it bigger and better. COVID
19 may have taken a bite, but we are going to
overcome this.

In the mean time, we invite you to come and
enjoy our downtown. Please support CLA
businesses that are open and ready to serve
you. It will also help to get out of our homes
and safely enjoy the beautiful Lebanon
community.

We will see you all on August 15, 2021!

Thank you for your continued
support through your
membership in the Community
of Lebanon Association. We
realize this year has been
anything but normal, but your
support helps us execute on
our program of work and is
much appreciated. The rich,
long history of this
organization is due to our local
businesses that believe in
Lebanon and the surrounding
community. Our members,
companies and organizations,
whether small or large, for-
profit or not-for-profit, are
stakeholders in the social and
economic systems, and

experiencing great stress.
Your support to customers,
employees, other businesses,
and social systems contribute
to our local community - the
fact remains, local businesses
rely on its locals. Let’s stay
strong together.

One of the benefits of
membership is your listing in
the CLA directory, which is
both printed and online.
People, members and non-
members alike, are able to
search for services and goods
they need. Please be sure to
verify that your listing is
correct and if any updates are

needed, please contact the
CLA. In addition, a number
of committees are hard at
work planning for upcoming
events. There are also
volunteer opportunities
available to get involved.

Our membership committee
typically meets monthly so if
you have any interest in
joining, learning more about
CLA or suggestions for our
committee please feel free to
reach out to co-chairs, Paul
Copenhaver at
pjcopenhaver@gmail.com or
Lori Brandt at
Lori.Brandt@albrightcare.org.

Membership
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Flowers
With summertime comes
weeds, and the Image and
Beautification Committee has
been hard at work pulling,
trimming and sweeping the
weeds that pop up along the
sidewalks of Downtown. We
met twice so far this summer,
each time with our volunteers
keeping an eye out for the
ever present weed. And, of

course we ended
our work time with
a stopover at Snitz
Creek Brewery
for some tasty
treats. 

(Continued from Page 1)

Most of us during the past few
months have experienced disruption,
remote work, virtual meetings, social
distancing, and cancelled events.
From these challenging times, we
have seen creativity and resiliency in
our community. So too, is the CLA
re-imaging our events.

We know that many of our CLA and
community members have family
traditions surrounding our holiday events.
And we want you to be able to incorporate

Holiday Events
them into your family plans
regardless of whether they are
virtual, hybrid or in-person. Some of
those decisions cannot be made
today with the information we have
from our health and government
officials, but we are busy planning!

The Holiday Events committee is
busy preparing for the kickoff of the
holiday season with our annual tree

lighting and visit with Santa, both with some
exciting changes as we consider the current
constraints. 

The FirstEnergy Foundation presented a
$3,000 check to the Community of Lebanon
Association on July 21st. The $3,000, the
result of a grant application, will be used
toward the flower planters and hanging
baskets project in downtown Lebanon. The
planters and hanging baskets are located from
5th to 9th Streets in the Central Business
District along Cumberland Street and on 9th
Street at the intersection with Cumberland
Street. The flowers were planted in May and
will continue to be maintained through
September.

FirstEnergy Helps Support Flowers
The flower project is the most visible CLA
program of work and presents a beautiful
vision for residents and visitors alike. People
want to live, work and enjoy their lives in an
attractive, vibrant and safe environment. Our
Image and Beautification committee is
responsible for the flower and downtown
cleanup projects.

Jenn Rivera, from Met-Ed External affairs
said, “We are thankful for community
organizations like the CLA, vital partners to
our service areas, that help to strengthen the
social and economic fabric of our
communities.” 
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In March of 2020, the global
pandemic disrupted our
community. To protect the
health and safety of residents,
Governor Tom Wolf ordered
nonessential small businesses
to shut their doors and
essential businesses, like
restaurants, to immediately and
radically change their business
model. These polices have
created incredible
challenges for Lebanon’s
small business owners -
businesses that give Lebanon
its unique identity: filling
storefronts, creating jobs and
contributing to the economic
vibrancy that has made the
city such an amazing place to
live, work, and play.

Over the past months, the city
implemented several
temporary changes during the
different phases of the
Governor’s Reopening PA plan
to assist residents and small
businesses. In addition,
Federal and State resources
have been made available to
provide financial benefits to
those residents and business
owners in need. However, the
City’s “mom and pop”

Lebanon City Offers Forgivable Loan
Program for “Mom and Pop” Businesses

businesses (with annual
revenues less than $1 million)
that provide key services for
people who work and live in
the city are the most
vulnerable to the economic
impacts of the COVID-19
crisis. Few of these
businesses have the ability to
operate via virtual settings and
the resources provided offer
limited benefit to the smallest
business owners. Many (not
all) of these resources have
gone to bigger businesses who
have obtained the majority of
access to the funds by
working directly with large
banks administrating programs
offered through the CARES
Act.

This is one reason why
Lebanon City decided to allot
our $352,000 Coronavirus
Community Development
Block Grant monies
specifically to these smaller
“mom and pops”. Round 1
was completed just a few
weeks ago and we were able
to provide “forgivable loans”
to 38 businesses with an
additional two applications
pending! Round 2 proposes
to open in September.
Because the money is
distributed directly from HUD,
there are some accountability
requirements and the process
may SEEM encumbersome.
However, between our
friendly Community and
Economic Development
Administrator and the staff at
Community First Fund, we will
help you work through the
process in no time at all! The
bright star at the end of the

process is that depending on
your annual revenue, your
business may receive a
$2,500, $5,000 or $7,500
forgivable loan to use towards
rent, mortgage, payroll,
COVID expenses, or utilities.
Basically the criteria to have
the loan forgiven is to show
proof that you utilized the
money for what you said you
would use it for (eligible
expense), and the business
needs to remain open for 90
days after receipt of the
money. If you are a business
located within Lebanon City
and are interested in the
Lebanon Small Business
Recovery Assistance Fund
program, please contact
Janelle Mendoff at
jmendoff@lebanonpa.org or
717-228-4487 for more
information.

We see this program as a
token of our appreciation for
your hard work, your
forbearance with dealing with
restrictions, and for keeping
the faith during these
unprecedented times. Small
businesses represent the
backbone of our economy.

We need you.
Please hang in there!

Better days will come. 

Submitted by
Mayor Sherry Capello
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LV Chamber 2020 Golf Outing

Plans were made, the date was set, our
speaker confirmed, volunteers signed up,
invites went out, Hebron Catering confirmed,
food was ordered, 194 reservations were
made and paid. We were all set for March 18,
the State of the City luncheon, our biggest
luncheon yet. Then, it hit….

COVID!

Large in person indoor gatherings were no
longer permitted to be held. It was too late to
cancel the luncheon as the food had already
been received by Hebron Catering. So, the

Virtual State of the City
Committee, along with the Mayor, came up
with another plan.

Attendees were notified that the Mayor would
be speaking from her office in the Municipal
Building and were given instructions on how to
log in and watch the presentation on line. We
placed cones in the Hebron Catering parking
lot where guests could drive by and pick up
their food without getting out of their cars, and
take their lunch back to their office and watch
the Mayor’s presentation. CLA volunteers
helped to dish and box the food and hand out
drive through style. Any leftover food was
donated to the Lebanon Rescue Mission which
was very grateful for the donation.

Even the best made plans can change and we
are grateful to all who helped make the
luncheon a success in spite of all the last
minute changes.

Mayor Capello’s presentation can be viewed
on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UC2EV1CkmLdm-2aYP3jBArZA/
videos
or
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
cityoflebanonpa/ 

The Lebanon Valley Chamber of Commerce is
holding their 2020 Annual Golf Outing on
August 21st. Fairview Golf Course will host
the event which starts with a 7:00 am
registration and breakfast box and an 8:00 am
shotgun start. This event is a great way to
network and share a fun day with Lebanon
County’s business leaders.

All players will receive a reusable silicone
Silipint cup, goodie bag, and access to all
contests including a hole-in-one for a car and a
dream vacation!

This may be the only in-person event held by
the Chamber this year, so get your golf on and
come out for a great day of play. Look under
events at lvchamber.org for details or to
register. 

Jon Zinn (left) and Greg Bracale (right)
prepare lunches to distribute to the “State
of the City” attendees.
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A glimpse into the future for
Community Homes of
Lebanon County is now
officially ready for occupancy;
the Proof of Concept duplex,
a two-unit housing facility
located at 731 Maple Street in
Lebanon. This is an important
step toward providing safe
affordable housing for the
disabled.

“This building is a wonderful
example of local people
helping local people,” com-
ments Community Homes
CEO Charlie Rush, “ It was a

team effort that included
Woodland Contractors,
Steckbeck Engineering,
Stony Bridge Landscaping,
Fulton Bank, and the support
of our Board of Directors, led
by our chair, Glenn Wenger.”

The building and interior
design were masterminded by
local architectural firm Beers
and Hoffman Architecture
as a “proof of concept”, with
designs that are adaptable for
future housing plans. “These
units provide excellent housing
tailored to the needs of our

community. These units will
allow disabled people to live
comfortably while remaining
independent.” says architect
Bob Hoffman.

Next on the drawing board is a
23-unit project on Canal Street
in Lebanon in 2021. The
construction plan will benefit
from the proof of concept
developed for the Maple Street
duplex for the disabled.
Contact Community Homes at
717-273-3333 or visit
communityhomespa.org for
more information. 

News
Brewing

Wonderful things happen when
a community unites together
as evidenced by the recent
Feeding the Frontliners effort
that ran from late May through
June. Larry Bowman, past
Chamber president, proposed
the idea to the United Way of
Lebanon County and the
County Commissioners.
Through a $30,000 grant from
the commissioners, the
program pumped much needed
money into the 31 participating
restaurant and eatery
businesses while they
remained closed and provided
meals to our frontline workers
who provide care and

Feeding the Frontliners
emergency services.
Deliveries were made to 32
organizations, including
hospitals, nursing and
rehabilitation facilities, and
other emergency medical
providers.

Along with other community
organizations, (Lebanon Family
Health Services, the Lebanon
Valley Chamber of Commerce,
Downtown Lebanon and Visit
Lebanon Valley) the CLA
delivered meals. Over one
third of our board members

participated in this project.

Before a pandemic hit the world, the Community of
Lebanon Association (CLA) was able to hold their
first most anticipated event of the year - the
Presidents’ Day Cherry Pie at the Lebanon
Farmers Market on February 14 and 15.

Thank you to our sponsors Senator Dave Arnold (paid for by

Friends of Dave Arnold) and Domino’s. 

500 Pounds of Cherry Pie
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Tax Preparation  Audits 
Bookkeeping  Accounting Software

Support and more.

Call 274-5600.
Check www.g2scpa.com.

Or email info@g2scpa.com.

216 South Eighth Street, Lebanon, Pa 17042

WHEN YOU NEED A CPA

Meet
Our

Newest
Members

Lebanon Valley
Community

Tennis Assoc.
442 Maple Avenue
Hershey, PA 17033
717-533-2846
Jeff Robbins
LebValCTA10s@gmail.com
www.LebValCTA.org

Cedar Haven
Healthcare Center

590 S. 5th Avenue
Lebanon, PA 17042
717-454-9391
Fax 717-228-3695
Linda Bittman
lbittman@cedarhaven.healthcare
www.cedarhaven.healthcare

Herbology
815 Cumberland Street
Lebanon, PA 17042
610-350-8861
Beth Ferracone
BFerracone@

herbologydispensary.com
www.myherbology.com

Grade A
Haul-Away

69 S. 36th Street
Camp Hill, PA 17011
717-571-5430
Adam Hummel
gradeahaulaway@gmail.com
www.gradeahaulaway.com

Penn State College
of Medicine REACH

90 Hope Drive
Mail Code A145
Hershey, PA 17033
717-531-0003
Andrea Murray
amurray3@pennstatehealth.psu.edu

Visit Lebanon
Valley

31 S. 8th Street
Lebanon, PA 17042
717-277-0100
Jennifer Kuzo
jkuzo@visitlebanonvalley.com
www.visitlebanonvalley.com

Paul Copenhaver -
Howard Hanna

Krall Realty
1640 Cornwall Road
Lebanon, PA 17042
717-507-8247
Paul Copenhaver
pjcopenhaver@gmail.com
www.krall.com

The Lucky Dog
Grooming Company

710 Chestnut Street
Lebanon, PA 17042
717-450-5165
Jennifer Ward
TheLuckyDogGroomingCompany

@gmail.com

Individuals
Jim Cassel
Stephen Doster
Tony Fields


