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Our Vision Statement
For the Communityof Lebanon

to be a thriving place to live, work,
shop, learn and do business.

Our Mission Statement
To serve as the leader in bringing together the
collaborative strengths of our members and
community to positivelyimpact the business
climate and enhance the qualityof life for the
Communityof Lebanon.

We Are The
Community of

Lebanon
Association

A Message From Our Community
of Lebanon Association President

The CLA Communique is a newsletter published quarterly by the Community of Lebanon Association
for the purpose of informing members and others about the events, projects and areas of concern in
the Lebanon Community. The Community of Lebanon Association is a volunteer organization whose
mission is to make our community a thriving place to live, work, shop, learn, and do business.

Greg Bracale

If you have any information to include in this publication or any comments,
contact the CLA office at 273-7215 or cla.jeannie@verizon.net.
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This is my final President’s
Message of my term;
it has been my honor
to serve. I have been
involved in the
Community of
Lebanon Association
for over ten years. I
have met so many
great people over the
years and worked
with a very dedicated
board; some
members have been

involved for over 25 years.
Our hats off to them.

This brings me to make an
observation - the landscape of
volunteerism and being part of

a community is under attack,
for reasons we are not one
hundred percent sure of. We,
as many others, are struggling
to find new energetic
members. We also struggle to
get participation and
sponsorship at our events. In
recent months other
organizations cancelled long
running golf tournaments,
others cancelled Beer events,
and critical fund-raising events
had very low turnouts.
Service organizations across
the City and County make life
a little better for everyone!
Think about what it would be
like if they were all gone.

Amy Kopecky
Lora Lebo
Emmily Longenecker
Ed Lynch

Rodney Royer
Pam Shirk
Kim Kreider Umble
Jonathan Zinn

As we move into this busy
holiday season, please think
about your community and
how you can play a part.
Whether it’s with the
Community of Lebanon
Association or one of the other
great organizations in the area,
get involved; it feels good!

Happy Holidays, Shop Small
this year. Our member
businesses are waiting to see

you!
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Submitted by Cheryl Batdorf

Every year the CLA looks forward to their
annual awards celebration honoring both the
Merritt Marks Business Person of the Year and
the Lester Leffler Service Award recipients.
It is a way for us to recognize the winners that
energize all of us to look for worthy ways to
bring the community together in spirit and
action.

The Merritt Marks Business Person of the
Year is Steven Goodhue, a financial advisor for
Edward Jones, which is only one of the many
hats he wears. Steven is an active member of
the CLA, Lebanon Sertoma, Steitz Club,
Myerstown Rotary, Myerstown Lions, and was
currently elected Chairman of the Board for
the Myerstown Vitality Partnership. He serves
as chair of the Chamber’s Government Affairs
Roundtable. He also served on the Borough of
Myerstown’s 250th anniversary committee.
Loreen Burkett, the 2018 awardee introduced
Steve saying, “he is never too busy to lend a
hand.” Steve has been business owner in the
Myerstown community for ten years; a self-
proclaimed newbie to the larger Lebanon
community.

Greg Bracale, CLA President (left) and
Steven Goodhue.

Bill and Patti Wetzel were looking for
something to keep them busy in retirement.
Little did they know, their talents could be used
so close to home. We were thrilled to
recognize this couple, who quietly devote their
time and talents at all of our CLA events.
They did not miss assisting at any CLA events
this past year, but unfortunately travel plans

Annual Awards Celebration
precluded their attendance at the awards
celebration. We thank Blue Cardinal
Photography for creating a video of them
accepting the honor. Their contributions
greatly impacted our community and we were
proud to have the opportunity to recognize
them as the 2019 Lester Leffler volunteers of
the year at the awards celebration.

Greg Bracale, CLA President (left) and
Cheryl Batdorf (right) present the Lester
Leffler Service Award to Patti and Bill
Wetzel (center)

The CLA needs volunteers to help with our
events that help build a stronger and more
vibrant Lebanon community. Greg Bracale,
CLA president shared, “it’s exciting to be
honoring the Wetzels who unselfishly give of
their time to help transform our community.
They embody the spirit of volunteerism.”

Thanks to our generous sponsors, Met-Ed, A
First Energy company, Members 1st Federal
Credit Union and TempForce. Their support
shows their appreciation that volunteerism
cannot be overestimated. These organizations
all make a significant difference in the
Lebanon community which mirrors the
commitment of the CLA to bring together the
collective efforts of our local businesses and
community members to strengthen our
community together to be a thriving place to
live, work, shop, learn, and do business.
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HolidayEvents
Submitted by Pam Shirk

The Holiday Committee has been hard at work
making preparations to get your holiday season
off to a great start. Our 2019 season will kick
off on Friday, November 22 with our Annual
Tree Lighting. We will assemble in the 9th
and Cumberland Streets parking lot at 5:30pm
and the actual lighting of the tree will be at
6:30! Enjoy an hour of fun festivities before
the lighting, a DJ, caroling, face painting and
other activities. Then Santa Clause arrives to
light the tree!

The following day, Saturday, November 23,
make your way back downtown for our 43rd
Annual Holiday Parade. We will be stepping
off on Cumberland Street at Lincoln Avenue at
2:30. This year we will have some exciting
new additions. Stay tuned to see what will be
in store. The Parade will end at the parking lot
at 9th and Cumberland Streets. Thank you to
our Parade sponsors: TempForce, Garcia
Garman & Shea, PC, WellSpan Good
Samaritan Hospital, Albright Life, Zinn
Insurance, Bouquet Mulligan DeMaio Eye
Professionals and Melnick, Moffitt and
Mesaros ENT.

Immediately following the parade, join us in
front of the Lebanon Farmers Market on 8th
Street, where we can all cheer Santa on as he
climbs to the top of the building! Your kids will
then have the opportunity to visit with Santa in
the Market.

Our annual Carriage Rides will once again
be held the first two Fridays of December, 6

and 13. Reservations can be made online
starting November 15 at
www.lebanoncla.com. Carriages depart from
in front of the Lebanon Farmers Market
between 5:00 and 7:30pm. Tickets will be
available for purchase at our check-in inside
the Farmers Market starting at 4:30 each
night; first come first served. The carriage
rides are a great opportunity to check out our
downtown during the holidays! Thank you to
our Carriage Ride sponsors: Steckbeck
Engineering and Surveying, Reilly Wolfson and
Met-Ed A First Energy Company.

WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
The holidays are always a great way to get
your feet wet in volunteering with the
Community of Lebanon Association. We have
many fun opportunities to help out including:
 Caroling Groups (during tree lighting &

carriage rides) You can sign-up to
provide music at https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/
60b0e4caea82da7f58-music

Entering a float in the parade (a big
benefit of your membership)

Carrying banners in the parade
Being a balloon carrier
Judging the parade
Carriage hand

If you are interested in any of these
opportunities, you can sign-up to volunteer for
the Holiday Parade or Carriage Rides at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
60b0e4caea82da7f58-claholiday or reach
out to Pam Shirk at wrinkleboon@gmail.com
or Emmily Longenecker at
emmily@teamlongenecker.com. 

Submitted by Emmily Longenecker

The Community of Lebanon
Association Board of
Directors and our Ways and
Means Committee are excited
to be implementing a new
sponsorship plan for 2020. In
an effort to give our
businesses and partners the
most exposure for their
sponsorship dollars we will be
working towards year-long

sponsorships. In the year-long
sponsorship plan, each sponsor
will have the opportunity to
pick their level of sponsorship
that will then be in effect for
all Community of Lebanon
Association 2020 events.
Included with the newsletter is
a list of sponsorship
opportunities and the benefits
for each category. Our Board
of Directors is grateful for all

of the continued support our
local community has given to
our organization over the
years. We are here to answer
any questions that you might
have about the new
sponsorship plan. Our Ways
and Means Committee Chair,
Emmily Longenecker is happy
to meet with anyone that has
questions about the new
sponsorship opportunities.

2020SponsorshipOpportunities
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Submitted by Greg Bracale

The Community of Lebanon
Association (CLA) has been
working in the community for
over 59 years. From our
humble start we have been
doing the work that helps
make this community a better
place to live, work, shop, learn,
do business, and play.

The Community of Lebanon
Association was originally part
of the Chamber of
Commerce’s Mercantile
committee. In the Chamber
minutes for October 17, 1960,
Mr. S. D. Evans presented the
outline of the Downtown
Lebanon Association. Soon
after that the name was
changed to the Center of
Lebanon Association with a
new slogan: “Lebanon -
Center of the Lebanon
Valley”. The organization
changed the name because the
work envisioned by the group
was not concerned with just
the problems of the specific
downtown business sections,
but was also concerned with
the problems of urban renewal,
traffic circulation, off street
parking, and business retention
which affected the city as a
whole. Sound familiar; we
struggle with the same issues
59 years later.

Along with setting up the new
organization structure, the
CLA was assisting the city in
developing a Master Plan.

ACLAHistoryLesson
Plus, we were rising money
for the downtown Christmas
lights and setting up
promotional events for the
year. By the end of 1960 the
Center of Lebanon
Association was up and
running.

February 1992, the name was
changed from Center of
Lebanon Association to
Community of Lebanon
Association (keeping the same
acronym CLA) under the
direction of long-time banker
Merritt Marks (CLA
President 1988 through 1994).
He breathed new life back
into the organization and we
expanded our membership
base to include businesses
outside of the city.

In 1989 our first awards took
place and Mr. Marks was the
first recipient of the Business
Person of the Year award.
Just a few years ago we
changed the name of the
award to the Merritt Marks
Memorial Business Person of
the Year in his honor.

In 1997 the Volunteer of the
Year award was given for the
first time; it was originally
called the “You’re Terrific
Award”. Soon after the
award name was changed to
Lester Leffler Memorial
Community Volunteer Service
Award. Mr. Leffler was a
local businessman, who was

always ready, willing and able
to help out wherever he was
needed. The first award was
given to who else but, Mr.
Merritt Marks. 59 years later
the current edition of the
Community of Lebanon
Association is working in all
the same areas as our
founders. Our program of
work has expanded as have
the costs.

Our Image and Beautification
committee still takes care of
the Holiday lights, the
Christmas tree, planters and
hanging baskets, and
downtown clean ups. Our
Government Relations
Committee still works with the
Mayor’s office concerning
issues affecting the downtown.
Our Promotions committee
works hard planning and
setting up events that bring
people into the downtown.
Our Ways and Means
Committee still raises funds
that keep all the pieces moving
forward. Our membership
committee works hard at
recruiting the ever-elusive new
member. Many of our board
members serve on various
committees of the Main Street
Program.

The Community of Lebanon
Association continues to be
instrumental in moving the
downtown in a positive
direction; our 59 years
confirms that. 
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Car&MotorcycleShow
Submitted by John Bower

We had another great year for
the Car and Motorcycle Show
in 2019. Can we say it was
hot? That is an
understatement! I want to
personally thank all the
volunteers and vendors that
helped make this year’s show
something to talk about. From
our CLA board we had Greg
Bracale, Brad and Emmily
Longenecker, Pam and Jeff
Shirk, Kim Kreider Umble,
Cheryl Batdorf, Craig Gates,
Chris Firestine, and Ed Lynch.
We also had some great
volunteers like John Olivo and
Bill and Patti Wetzel. I have
to also give a huge shout out to
our very own Jeannie Mason,
without her direction and hard
work, the show could not go
on.

This year we had some old and
new vendors. Wichway
Sandwiches, Roxy’s
Chatterbox, Ice Cream
Express, Robin’s Ice, Hresko’s
BBQ, and Rock N Bounce.
Thank you one and all for all
you do to help the CLA be a
community leader.

We also need to recognize our
sponsors. Without them there
would be no show. Thank
you to Porterfield-Scheid
Funeral Directors and
Cremation Services, Ladd
Hanford Auto Group,
Ebersole Honda Buick GMC
Hyundai, AAA, Bob Phillips
State Farm, Lebanon Transit,
and White’s Harley-Davidson.

Let’s talk about the car show
this year. We added some
new events this year. We
offered a bounce house
thanks to Rock N Bounce and
a matchbox race track for the
kids. Zen Cat Creatives
joined us this year to offer
some painting events for the
whole family. Adding these
activities helped make our
show a family event.

Music this year was provided
by the Mike Foltz Band, and
they rocked thru the heat the
entire day. They definitely got
the crowd charged up.

We are going to have some
changes for next year as well.
We are working on a way to

get the music thru
the whole area of

the show. We will also be
changing our registration. If
you pre-register you will get
parking on the south side of
Cumberland Street, which for
the most part is the shaded
side of the street. We are
also changing our staging for
registration. If you pre-
register you will be able to
pull past the registration
booth and shut off your car.
We will then release five at a
time to go park. This will
help keep those big horses
cool.

Again I want to thank
everyone that came to our
show this year and hope to
see you next year. 

SPONSOR’S
BEST OF SHOW

Porterfield-Scheid Funeral
Directors and Cremation
Services: 1957 VW Bug Rag
Top, Kevin Doney, Cleona
Ladd Hanford: 2016 Jeep
Wrangler Unlimited, Lindsay
Fulk, Lebanon
AAA: 1957 Ford
Thunderbird, Charlotte and
Donald Stoudt, Sr., Lebanon
Community of Lebanon
Association: 1958 Chevrolet
Impala, Bud Hand, Lebanon

Mayor’s Choice Awards

1970 American Motors AMX owned by
Justin & Michelle Cheyney of Lebanon

2007 Victory Kingpin owned
by David Papson of Lebanon
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1518 Cumberland Street
Lebanon, PA 17042
717-679-2569
Jerry Gostomski
jgostomski@remax.net
www.jerrygrealty.com
1 year in business

TD Mills provides companies, schools and organizations with a wide array of products featuring
their business name, logo, team name or other branding messages.

Our extensive selection of products include hard goods such as drinkware, writing instruments,
bags, and the newest in tech related products. We are also the area’s leader in soft goods
including polo shirts, fleece, hats and outerwear. Our full service business includes Screen
Printing, Embroidery, Team Uniforms and Spirit Wear, Employee Uniforms, Webstore
Management and Order Fulfillment and Employee Recognition.

1020 Cocoa Avenue
Hershey, PA 17033
717-533-2292
Fax 717-533-1923
Brian Vermeer
BrianVermeer@tdmills.com
www.tdmills.com/brianvermeer
13 employees
55 years in business

Jerry is a realtor with RE/MAX of Lebanon County. He
partners with clients to assist with transactions in finding their
next home and marketing their current home.

Jerry Gostomski, Realtor

Time to Think provides speaking,
coaching, training and leadership
development serving corporations,
schools and community groups.

Time to Think provides DISC
consulting, leadership games, all
things John Maxwell Company,
health & wellness coaching/
seminars and MASTERMINDS.

1516 Elm Street
Lebanon, PA 17042
717-821-7212
Marianne Bartley
TimeToThinkLLC@comcast.net
www.timetothink.solutions
1 employee
1.5 years in business

Time To Think, LLC

Meet
Our

Newest
Members

Individual Members

Craig Gates

Casey Long

Rita Myer

Jeff Sonnon

Bill and Patti Wetzel

You do not need to be a business to become a member
of the Community of Lebanon Association. An individual
membership is available to all interested members of the
community who would like to support the many projects
and events sponsored by the Community of Lebanon
Association; either by volunteering or financially through
the $60 per year dues. Any business or individual can
sign-up for a membership at www.lebanoncla.com.
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Tax Preparation  Audits 
Bookkeeping  Accounting Software

Support and more.

Call 274-5600.
Check www.g2scpa.com.

Or email info@g2scpa.com.

216 South Eighth Street, Lebanon, Pa 17042

WHEN YOU NEED A CPA

547 South Tenth Street
Lebanon

(717) 272-7639

Northwest Direct: 1-877-672-5678
www.northwest.com

Advertise Here!

1 issue $50/space

2 or 3 issues $45/space

4 issues $37.50/space

Meet
Our

Newest
Members Whether you want to plan for retirement, save for college, reduce

your tax bills or ensure you have income to cover your expenses,
we can provide personalized service and investment strategies
designed for long term investors. Let’s discuss your goals during a
financial review.

751 E. Cumberland Street
Lebanon, PA 17042
717-272-0447
Fax 866-462-5211
Willie R. Sawyers III
willie.sawyers@edwardjones.com

Edward Jones
Willie R. Sawyers III,
Financial Advisor

The Important Thing offers caffeine, carbs and community at the Lebanon Farmers Market.
Adult staff focuses on mentoring and encouraging younger employees to develop job skills.
Employees learn to positively engage customers, prepare quality products and work as
responsive and responsible team members.

The Important Thing serves brewed coffee, espresso-based drinks, tea, a variety of smoothies,
coffee beans, fresh bread and pastries, and special order services.

Lebanon Farmers Market
35 S. 8th Street
Lebanon, PA 17042
717-507-6108
Laurie Funk
LRCFunk@comcast.net
www.importantthingcafe.com
5 employees
1 year in business


